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Year Mir. Schreiter, 


it hes been on 


, the back burner for some time, as I have been 
unsure of which of our many concerns identified over the past 
quarter century should be considered most important. 
Principally, IT have been concerned that human rights abuses by 
the authorities have been a bisser problem than environmental 
sensitivities in themselves 


Por saveral years, and even as recently as this past fall, 
spokespersons in the Ninistry of Health have given credence to 
the idea that we are merely emotionally ill. For some time, 
several :tinistry officials made this statement themselves, then 


more recently passed off the notion as sienificant opinion in the 
medical community, when no-one in any responsible medical 


institution seems to statement. 
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emotional il Tt is the contention that we are. deluded in 
knowing what is affecting us, that we 
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to the 


idiosyncratic chemical susceptibilities have been discussed 
seriously in medical literature for decades, A recent 
publication of Health and Welfare Canada ("Healthy "nvironments 


for Canadians", December 1937) has a 244 vage bibliography 
listing articles going back to 1947. About a third of the 

articles relate to various toxicity and immunological reactions 
pesnt cine both from individual chemicals, and from the total load 


of a variety of exposures. One article nentions another study in 


Nuring the late seventies the linistry of Health started to 
r to this compendium of disorders as one new illness, began 
ating the existence of "he ee and it vas then 

most of us experienced blens poroach 
istry rather than the disability itseli By w this approach 
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e in this province to defend the 

i al, and ignorance of the strong, 
wnose current efforts do nothing to correct our bigsest problen, 
the discriminatory attitudes fostered by their own previous 
statements and actions? 
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Tt is not important what illness we have, nor what 
disability. It is not important that we daily sustain the 
assault of others whose use of chemicals disables us. It's not 
important that we are the "canaries in the coel mine”, and that 
our health is a sien of general health in the community. 


no group, whether disabled, 
her, should be stripped of their 
insupportable statements, that 
esponsible join in on an 
our reputations, nor should it 
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